
The Heritage Highway follows a path blazed 
by pioneers. Stretching west along High-

way 136 from Brownsville, across the sweeping 
prairie to Oxford, the route presents a history 
buff’s dream road trip and abounds with op-
portunities to celebrate the past.

DreDging up history
Launched in 1931 by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Captain Meriwether Lewis dustpan 
dredge helped control f looding and improve 
navigation along the nation’s rivers. Today, 
it serves as a museum and National Historic 
Landmark, resting along the banks of the 
Missouri River in Brownsville.  
 The hulking vessel stretches more than 265 
feet, with two looming smokestacks and 25-
foot, steam-propelled paddle wheels. Inside, 
visitors tour the former ship quarters and the 
Museum of Missouri River History, which 
houses a number of Native American history 
displays as well as photographs and exhibits 
detailing the westward expansion.

Caving in
Covering more than 3,000 mostly wooded acres, 
Indian Cave State Park preserves much of the 
natural landscape enjoyed by Native Americans 
and settlers. While the park offers the usual 
amenities—hiking trails, picnic facilities and 
campsites—its namesake Indian Cave holds the 
location’s greatest treasure. Along the cave’s interi-
or walls, ancient Native American pictures, carved 
into the rock, depict life from centuries ago. 

home life
After Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead Act 
in 1862, settlers scooped up nearly 270 million 
acres of land, building homes and lives across the 
West. Daniel Freeman, one of the first to claim 
his acreage under the act, settled in Beatrice. 
The Homestead National Monument of America 
now stands on Freeman’s land. The monument 
includes a one-room schoolhouse used by the 
Freeman family, a one-room log cabin and the 
new Homestead Heritage Center, which explores 
the act’s influence on the era through interactive 

Go West
Road trippers follow the path of pioneers along the Heritage 
Highway. —By Jennifer Bringle
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Discover the woman  
behind the pen at  
the Willa Cather  
State Historic Site  
in Red Cloud.
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-acre Willa Cather Memorial Prairie-
  a Nebraska Birding Site and ecological gem

   Red Cloud Opera House

www.willacather.org 866-731-7304

The Cather Foundation
413 North Webster, Red Cloud, NE

Cather Foundation

www.heritagehighway136.com  - 888-404-1315

Heritage Highway Events
• July 4, 12, 19 & 26 and August 2, 9, 16 & 23

Homestead National Monument Campfire Program, 
Beatrice, NE, nps.gov/home/

• July 15–20 Gage County Fair & Expo, Beatrice, NE,
beatricene.com/gagecountyfairgrounds, 402-223-FAIR

• July 25 Outfitters’ Row Summer Street Party offering the
best Nebraska has to offer in books, art, antiques and more
in a fun-filled event, Brownville, NE, brownville-ne.com

• September 27 & 28 Brownville's grand tradition... the
Fall Flea Market will be honoring its 51st year by offering
the best selection of antiques, books and bargains ever!
For information, contact the Head Flea at 402-825-3731.

• Willa Cather, Red Cloud, NE Year-round Tours of the
Country's Largest Living Memorial to an Author. 
Summer Tours: Mon–Sat: 9:30, 11:00, 1:00, 3:30
Sun: 1:00, 3:30 Winter Tours: Mon–Fri: 9:30, 11:00, 
1:00, 3:30 Sat: 9:30, 1:00 Sun: Closed

• Homestead National
Monument of America

• Gage County Historical
Museum

• Great Plains Welsh 
Heritage & Culture 
Centre

• Old West Trails Center 
• Filley Stone Barn
• Gage County Fair & Expo
• Veterans Memorial Wall

Gage County Tourism and Visitors Bureau
1-800-755-7745 • www.visitbeatrice.com

Experience the Adventure
Visit Gage County!
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exhibits and displays. Even the center’s parking 
lot serves as an educational tool—at exactly one 
acre, it gives visitors an idea of the actual size of 
the property given to settlers.

o, pioneers!
Arguably Nebraska’s most famous native 
daughter, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Willa 
Cather spent her formative years in Red Cloud. 
The town honors her legacy with the Willa 
Cather Thematic District, one of the largest 
historic districts dedicated to an author in the 
United States. Sites include Cather’s childhood 
home, complete with the rose print wallpaper 
she hung in an attic bedroom as a child, and 
the simple, white slat Pavelka farmhouse, home 
of Cather’s friend and inspiration for the title 
character of My Antonia, Annie Pavelka.  

During road trips, Jennifer Bringle loves to sing 

loudly with the radio and stop at historic spots.

A boardwalk slices through the hills at 
Indian Cave State Park. (Inset) take a 
journey back in time in Beatrice.


