
FROM THE RUNWAYS 
OF PARIS AND MILAN 
to sun-dappled locales over-
looking the azure waters of 
the Caribbean, myriad sources 
inspire the color palettes that 
set the stage for the coming 
year in the casual industry. 

Falling into four distinctive 
yet interchangeable palettes, 
these hues offer depth and a 
versatility that allow consum-
ers to create inviting outdoor 
spaces with the same style and 
sophistication of indoor rooms. 

Tropical Punch combines 
vivid hues of coral, red, yellow, 
orange and even pink to create 
a look that marries the bright 
colors of beachside flora with 
the cool sophistication of a 
Miami poolside scene. 

New Neutrals show 
alternatives to the traditional 
brown, with grays, off-white 
and even navy serving as 
neutral shades ideal for pair-
ing with bolder colors. 

For those who want to play 
with color but fear going too 
bright, Muted Mattes offer an 
opportunity to incorporate 
softer blues, greens and even 
corals into outdoor spaces to 
add a suggestion of color in 
softer, gentler tones.

The growing popularity of 
blue – from spa-inspired aqua 
to richer cobalt and indigo 
shades – is captured in Blue 
Notes, with shades that can 
be used together or as accents 
with softer neutrals. 

With these four palettes, 
color mixing will be a big 
trend, both for shades within 
a palette, like coral and red, 
or across palettes, such as yel-
low and gray. 

“These are some unex-
pected color combo trends 
for 2017 that allow consum-
ers to mix different pat-
terned and solid fabrics and 
create some striking looks 
that feel like curated, cohe-
sive and focused designs,” 

said designer 
Libby Langdon. 
“It’s a great way 
for consumers to 
have some fun with 
color, and by laying 
out these combos 
you’re taking the 
guess work out of 

what looks good together. 
Outdoor furniture and 
spaces provide a great oppor-

tunity to take some chances 
with color that you may not 
take in your indoor spaces; 
treat it as if it’s an entirely 

new room that can have its 
own personality and have 
some fun.”  
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HOT
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Bold brights pair with muted shades and 
neutrals to build a varied palette for 2017
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DRAWING INSPIRATION 
FROM THE VIBRANT 
hues of tropical locales 
alongside the cool sophistica-
tion of posh poolside scenes, 
the Tropical Punch palette 
offers vibrant colors that are 
slightly subdued to give them 
staying power. 

“Cuba seems to be majorly 
influencing the palette with 
a very tropical approach to 
color,” said Brenda Sewell-
Bost, designer, Outdura. 
“Fruit-type colors, they’re 
festive and fun and appeal 
to a wide range of people 
young and old. We’re calling 
them livable colors: They are 
bright colors that are really 
livable. Not so bright to the 
neon side, but really good sol- 

  id colors in 
the middle 

that people could live with for 
a long period of time.” 

Colors such as Flamingo, a 
rich coral from Outdura, along 
with tomato red, red-toned 
orange and a cool, lemony yel-
low all add a playful punch of 
color to outdoor spaces. 

“Coral is a great color for 
this new wave of consum-
ers; they don’t want orange 
but rather a coral with a 
little pink undertone,” said 
Langdon. “This coral looks 
wonderful when mixed with 
all sorts of base neutrals – 
gray, navy, cream, black and 
‘greige’ – it instantly injects 
personality into any space.”

These colors can work 
together to create bold, 
eye-catching patterns that 
capitalize on a growing 
trend toward ‘70s-inspired 

geometrics. They also mix 
just as easily with neutrals 
– serving as a bold accent 
to deeper neutrals such as 
cocoa or navy, and softening 
with lighter neutrals such as 
taupe, gray and cream.

“Pillows, rugs and umbrel-
las are where you’re going 
to see the fun colors because 
they’re less expensive and 
you can change them out,” 
said Jeff Dorough, VP sales 
and marketing, Treasure 
Garden. “The furniture is 
your neutral, and you acces-
sorize with the umbrella, 
rug and pillow. We have a 
new coral color; not a bright 
coral, more of a Beverly Hills 
coral – more sophisticated. 
We’re doing the color story 
with coral, pearl and a mocha 
color.” 

C A S U A L  L I V I N G ’ S  C O L O R  F O R E C A S T

Continued

Outdura

Liora Manné

Brentano

Essie  
Lounge Lover



BROWN, BROWN, 
BROWN. THAT’S BEEN 
the de facto neutral in the 
casual world for years. But 
brown’s not the only game 
in town. The New Neutrals 
palette leads with the oh-so-
trendy gray in shades from 
light ash to deeper charcoal, 
shades that have grown in 
popularity in both fashion 
and interior design for sev-
eral years now. 

“Grays are still going to 
be big because gray took 
over the espresso color,” said 
Iris Wang, design director, 
Brentano. “In the ‘90s and 
2000s, the espresso was so 
big. Turning into 2010, char-
coal slowly began to come in, 
and now brown is way down. 
Charcoal or light gray are re-
ally trending going forward.”

Also trending in neutrals 
for 2017 are shades of white 
– soft colors with a hint of 

gray or brown that give them 
more depth than a stark pure 
white – such as putty, stucco, 
sand and cream. 

“We’ve moved a little bit 
from the past when browns 
were the neutrals, and now 
it’s more into gray tones all 
the way into white,” said 
Greg Voorhis, design director, 
Glen Raven. “And with the 
neutrals and whites, the key 
factor in all that is texture. 
It’s not just color alone; it 
has to have texture and 
dimension to make it really 
exciting.”

Part of the inspiration for 
this New Neutrals palette 
comes from the trend toward 
urban living, with industrial-
inspired tones providing the 
perfect accompaniment to 
the sleek, modern furniture 
that’s often found in these 
cool city settings.

“These neutrals have an 
urban loft-inspired look; ev-
erything’s sophisticated,” said 
Sewell-Bost. “If you think 
about your elements that are 
considered more industrial 
– concrete, metal and wood 
tones – they’re always neutral 
tones. They all work to give a 
great foundation.”  
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OFFERING COLOR 
WITHOUT THE 
boldness of Tropical 

Punch, the Muted 
Mattes palette has a 

softer touch, with 
subdued shades of 

indigo, celery green, 
brick red and even 

the popular coral. 
Even Pantone’s 
2016 Colors of 
the Year hinted 

at the rise of 
muted shades, 
with soft pink 
Rose Quartz and 
Serenity blue. 

“I call them 

watercolor-y colors. They’re 
not really pastels but more 
like when someone does a 
watercolor painting,” said 
Wang. “It’s that shade that 
comes up between when the 
paint really saturates the 
paper.”

For 2017, these colors play 
off each other, as well as 
those from other palettes, 
to create visual interest and 
depth in outdoor spaces.

“We’re seeing more of a 
combination of using bright 
colors with muted colors; it’s 
using these vibrant colors 

with these vegetable-dyed 
colors in combination,” said 
Voorhis. “We have a collec-
tion coming out called Shift, 
and it tells this whole story of 
transitioning through the nat-
ural looks to the bright looks 
and shiny versus matte.”

These muted hues, which 
show a progression from the 
matte shades of Pantone’s 
Fall 2016 Fashion Color 
Report, also offer an air of 
sophistication for outdoor 
spaces and mirror indoor 
style and runway fashion 
trends. 

“I think the muted colors 
are going to look very good 
on your high-end furniture,” 
said Dorough. “They’re very 
sophisticated and have a very 
high-end look.” 
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THE COLOR OF WATER 
AND SKY, BLUE IS A 
natural fit for outdoor spaces. 
And blue’s popularity will 
only continue to grow into 
2017, with multiple shades 
that can work together seeing 
prominence in both interiors 
and outdoor spaces. 

“Blue will be big, but it’s 
the mixing of blues that 
will be fresh, using multiple 
hues shown together in the 
same space,” said Langdon. 
“Indigo mixed with the tone 
of washed denim, aqua and 
dark navy, deep cobalt mixed 
with a rich cornflower blue 
and pale, icy blue mixed with 
a slate blue – these are some 
blue color combos that will 
be a fresh take on the singu-

lar color that most 
women and men can both 
decide on to incorporate into 
the design of their homes.” 

For outdoors, aquatic and 
spa-inspired blues are a 
natural fit, evoking relaxing 
seaside vibes even in land-
locked backyards. 

“We did a crystal blue and 
called a version of it Capri, a 
fresh mid-tone blue that has 
a little bit of sparkle. It’s not 
bright, but it’s clean and crisp 
and falls into our sea shades,” 
said Sewell-Bost. “We’ve 
also mixed those aquatics in 
combination with other blues 
to give you some really good, 
soothing colors, colors that 
you come home to and really 
make you relax.”

On the other end of the 
spectrum, the menswear 
influence continues to guide 
the blue story with darker, 
richer shades that blend well 
with on-trend gray hues. 

“In our heather-toned 
Summit Series, denim and 
ebony create a platform for 
bridging the elegant jewel 
tones of 2016 to the evolv-
ing menswear trend,” said 
Monica Thornton, senior 
designer, Phifer.   
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