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WORKS BY SCULPTOR 
DALE CHIHULY SHINE 

IN THE OUTDOORS

BY  J E N N I F E R  B R I N G L E
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The sweeping vistas of the New York Botanical Garden 
serve as a living canvas for the fantastical works of 
glass sculptor Dale Chihuly. The gardens host an 
exhibition of the renowned artist’s pieces—many 
created specifically for NYBG—through October 29. 
“Chihuly” marks his first major garden exhibition in 
New York in more than a decade.

He first worked in glass while studying interior design 
at the University of Washington. In 1968, the artist 
spent time in Venice, Italy, working at the Venini 
glass factory where he observed the team approach to 
blowing glass—a technique critical to his work today. 
In 1971, Chihuly cofounded the Pilchuck Glass School 
in Washington State—an international center for glass 
work study—and his art is included in more than 200 
museum collections worldwide. 

“One can only wonder what kind of genius thought of 
blowing human breath down a metal tube, forming a 
bubble inside a molten blob of glass,” Chihuly has said. 
“And to think that this molten blob of glass is made 
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only of silica or sand, the most common material in 
the world, that can be transformed from a solid to 
a liquid to a solid just from fire. For me it’s the most 
mysterious and magical of all the inventions or 
materials that mankind has invented or discovered.”

The NYBG show plays up Chihuly’s proclivity toward 
organic forms. Spindly tentacles of glass reach out 
almost as if in motion, not unlike some sort of sea 
creature. Vibrant bowl-shaped structures with gently 
rippling edges perch like gorgeous flowers above a lily 

pond. Fiery red glass spears shoot upward from a  
bed of logs, resembling flames, particularly at night 
when illuminated. 

Seeing these sculptures in an outdoor setting illus-
trates the power of art in transforming an exterior 
space. And while most clients won’t have a Chihuly in 
their backyard, outdoor-safe artworks can transform 
a space from everyday to extraordinary. To learn more 
about the Chihuly exhibition at the New York Botani-
cal Garden, visit nybg.org. □


